Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
held in Scarning Village Hall on 20 July 2026

Councillors Present: N Parsons (Chair), T Abel, M Blackburn, F Bradford, S Bunn, M Eveling, C Hewson, H Manning, M Steward. In attendance: Cllrs L Turner & P Hewitt (Breckland Council), N Hartley (Parish Clerk) and five members of the public.

Public Participation 

It was noted that a lady had cleared the footpath on to the meadows at Blackthorn Drive. The Council noted its thanks and will contact the lady directly. 

It was noted that the hedge from Black Horse Close to Hill Rise needs to be cut. The Council agreed that the landowner will most probably cut it. Cllr Abel will speak with the landowner.

A resident noted the vehicles that had recently been parked on the Dereham Road allotments. He offered to help clear the site with members of the Charity. 

1 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr A Webb (Norfolk County Council).

2 Declarations of Interest

Cllr Hewson declared an interest in any matters relating to Shipdham Lane Playing Field.

3 Minutes 

It was RESOLVED to approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 15 June 2026. The Chair signed the minutes. 

4 Matters Arising 

None.

5 Breckland Councillors’ Reports

 A copy of Cllr Turner’s report is attached to the minutes. 

Cllr Hewitt encouraged residents and councillors to respond to the upcoming consultation on the Local Plan (31 July -16 September).

6 Planning 

6.1 The Council considered the following applications:-

10 The Watlings                                                                                                                      PL/2026/0868/HOU
Conversion of garage and erection of side double garage extension 

It was RESOLVED that the Council had no objection to the application. 

Eventide, Podmore Lane                                                                                                       PL/2026/0935/HOU
Erection of single storey rear extension with overhanging eaves to side and rear, and alterations to flat roof of rear kitchen wing. Replacement of upvc windows and doors with aluminium/timber composite windows and doors; new hardwood front door. Installation of solar pvs to rear extension roof and installation of two rainwater harvesting tanks north/side. 

It was RESOLVED that the Council had no objection to the application.

7 Finance

7.1 The Council approved the following payments to be made in accordance with the Budget:-

N Hartley, clerk’s salary, £1,000 (Standing Order)
HMRC, Clerk’s Paye, £92.53
N Hartley, clerk’s expenses, £197
N Hartley, payment re salary adjustment, £135.56
SCS Accounting, internal audit fee, £120
NALC, Gov.uk domain, £69.48
Norfolk County Council, legal fees re sale of land at Daffy Green, £73.44
T T Jones Electrical Ltd, street light maintenance, £73.82
Npower, unmetered street light supplies, £357.28
Nurture Landscapes Ltd, grass cutting Scarning churchyard, £453.60
SCS Accounting, payroll services, £18
N Hartley, reimbursement for laptop Microsoft subscription, £84.99

8 Reimbursement of Councillors’ Expenses 

It was RESOLVED that the Council will reimburse all reasonable councillor expenses on production of receipts/invoices. 

9 Annual maintenance of the church clock

The Council considered a quote from Smiths of Derby to maintain the church clock. It was RESOLVED to accept the quote. 

10 Bus Shelters

The Council had received a request to clean the bus shelters on Norwich Road and discussed a quote from a contractor. Cllr Hewson offered to clean the shelters. It was RESOLVED that Cllr Hewson will clean the shelters.

11 Replacement bench on Shipdham Lane playing field 

It was noted that one of the Council benches on Shipdham Lane playing field was broken beyond repair. It was RESOLVED to buy a new bench made of recycled plastic. 

12 Sale of land at Daffy Green

Cllr Parsons noted that the sale is still proceeding with the original purchasers and was hopeful that it will soon come to fruition.

13 Management of Dereham Road Allotments

This was carried forward to the next meeting.

14 Blackthorn Drive Play Equipment

The Council was doing its best to have the swings replaced. Two residents at the meeting offered to help with a survey of what replacement equipment is wanted. It was agreed that if the Council was to spend all its funds on the small enclosed play area it would have nothing left to put toward another Lottery bid. It was agreed to discuss the formation of a committee at the next Council meeting.  

Cllr Blackburn left the meeting after Cllr Hewson raised his voice to her. Cllr Blackburn had asked if members of the Playing Field Committee could help to install new swings on the Blackthorn Drive site. 

The Chair intervened and asked Cllr Hewson to apologise to Cllr Blackburn. Cllr Hewson shouted ‘Sorry Mel’ over his shoulder as she left the building.  The Chair once again intervened and Cllr Hewson said the reason he shouted is because his wife has a hearing problem and that he always raised his voice.

15 Suspension of Procurement policy

It was RESOLVED to suspend the requirement for three quotes in the Council’s Procurement policy as the Council had only been able to secure two quotes in spite of meeting several contractors on site and sending the Tender Pack to another four contractors, none of whom had subsequently contacted the Council.  

16 Appointment of a contractor to carry out the works for the Shipdham Lane car park

The Council considered quotes from MW Surfacing and AJ Hudson Builders. The prices were very similar. It was RESOLVED to appoint A J Hudson Builders on the basis of the slightly higher specification. Cllrs Abel and Hewson did not vote. 

17 Responsibility for Shipdham Lane car park 

It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council wants to take responsibility for the Shipdham Lane car park project. 

18 Long term maintenance of the Shipdham Lane car park

It was RESOLVED that the Playing Field Committee will provide the long term maintenance of the car park and that the Village Hall Trust will be asked to contribute toward the costs, as applicable. 

19 Fees for Transfer of land at Blackthorn Drive and Ted Ellis Walk

It was RESOLVED to accept the quote from Nplaw. 

20 Job Advert and Job Description re the clerk’s vacancy 

It was RESOLVED to confirm the Job Advert and Job Description re the clerk’s vacancy.

21 Social media   

Cllr Hewson asked if the Social Media Officer could have a proof reader for Council posts. It was RESOLVED that Cllr Eveling will act in this capacity. 

22 Items for next agenda

Production of an Emergency Plan.

Management of the Dereham Road allotments.

Formation of a committee for the Blackthorn Drive play area.

Gates on the Shipdham Lane playing field. 

23 Next Meeting   

The next Council meeting will be in the Village Hall at 7pm on August 17. 




There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting at 8.55pm.

Signed …………………………………………………………………… Chair
Date ……………………………………………………………………….

District Councillors Report 
The new Police and Crime Commissioner for Norfolk is Reform UK Colin Sutton — who will hold the position until May 2028 when this service will come under the new Mayor for Norfolk and Suffolk.
Conservative candidate Stuart Green won the Toftwood by-election.
Elections for the new Unitary Authority are still programmed for 2027, with election for the Mayor in 2028. These dates are of course subject to change.
Reg 19 - the final consultation for the amended Local Plan takes place in July and August. This is the final stage of formal public consultation, giving residents and groups a chance to formally comment on the plan's soundness and legal compliance before it is sent to the Government for review.
Domestic Food Waste this new mandatory service will start in September, with weekly collections. Look out for the leaflet explaining all which will be delivered to your home.
It is hoped to restart the kerbside collection of batteries and small electrical items very soon.
Renters Rights Act became active on 1 st May 2026
Check Breckland website for a range of grants and opportunities for the community
Making a complaint. With sporting events, school summer holidays and better weather, if you have any complaints relating to nuisance, noise, anti social behaviour, please use the on line form on the Breckland website. This will enable the correct information to be collected, so that officers can triage complaints and make sure they get to the right department.
Always happy to help — Lynda and Paul

