Scarning Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held on 14 April 2025 at Scarning Village Hall

Councillors Present: F Bradford (Chair) T Abel, M Blackburn, S Bunn, C Hewson, H Manning, M
Steward. In attendance: N Hartley (Parish Clerk), five members of the public.

Public Participation

A resident commented on the condition of Grange Road. The Council said this was a matter for Norfolk
County Council and suggested she reported any issues on the County Council’s website. Another
member of the public referred to the recent verge cutting in the parish. She asked why the verges had
been cut now and not later in the year, as the cutting had destroyed wild flowers in the verges, in
particular primroses on Manor Road. The Clerk will contact Norfolk County Council regarding this.

1 Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Clirs L Turner and P Hewett (Breckland Council) and Cllr W Richmond
(Norfolk County Council).

2 Declarations of Interest

Cllrs Hewson and Abel declared an interest in any matter relating to Scarning Playing Field Committee.

Cllr Hewson left the meeting.

3 Minutes (January 2025)

It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 20 January 2025. The Chair signed
the minutes in accordance with Standing Order 10d.

4 Minutes (February 2025)

It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 17 February 2025. The Chair signed
the minutes in accordance with Standing Order 10d.

5 Minutes (March 2025)

It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 17 March 2025. The Chair signed the
minutes in accordance with Standing Order 10d.

6 Matters Arising



None.

7 Planning

7.1 The Council considered the following applications and made decisions as follows:-

Berm House Dereham Road NR19 2PU 3PL/2023/0396/F
Proposed retirement bungalow and garage (self /custom build) No objection
Land East of Draytonhall Lane, Dereham PL/2025/0321/OMIN

Outline planning application for the erection of a care home (Use Class C2) with all matters reserved
apart from access

The Council objected to this application and it was RESOLVED to resubmit the Council’'s comments as
below:-

The Parish Council strongly objects to this application for the following reasons:-

The proposed property is outside the Settlement Boundary and appears to be a cramped form of
development. 25 car parking spaces is not sufficient for staff and visitors. In view of the location, it is
thought that most visitors will travel by car and not via public transport or on foot.

There is no separate place for deliveries/departures.

The Council does not consider this is a suitable location for a care home, particularly with dementia
patients. It is not unheard of for dementia patients to wander off and due to the location it is thought

this could end in tragedy.

The Council felt that this piece of land was originally left over when the Scarning estate was built as it
is too noisy to develop.

The Draytonhall Lane junction with the A47 is well known as a dangerous junction. The Council believes
that no development should take place that risks adding additional traffic to this junction.

Land off Fen Road, Fen Lane, Scarning PL/2025/0243/FMIN
Change of use from agricultural land to dog walking field with small allocated space of enclosed hard
standing car park and new vehicular access No objection
3 Chestnut Road, Scarning PL/2025/0392/HOU
Proposed single-storey rear extension and internal alterations No objection
Chestnut Lodge Dereham Road, Scarning PL/2025/0393/HOU
Erection of detached cart lodge garage No objection

8 Reports from District and County councillors



Copies of the reports are attached to the minutes.
9 Finance
9.1 The Council approved the following payments to be made in accordance with the Budget:-

N Hartley, clerk’s salary, £1,001.73

HMRC, clerk’s PAYE, £6.80 (March payment)

SCS Accounting Solutions, payroll services, £18

Scarning Playing Field Committee, maintenance grant, £5,500
Scarning Village Hall Trust, annual costs re defibrillator, £52
KW Services, grass cutting, £250

9.2 The Council noted the following payments made in February in accordance with the Budget:-
N Hartley, clerk’s salary, £994.73

HMRC, clerk’s PAYE, £7

Ravencroft, tree survey, £444

LogicRed, charge for hosting website, £119
Norfolk County Council, legal fees in respect of sale of land at Daffy Green, £104.40

9.3 The Council noted the following payments made in March in accordance with the Budget:-
N Hartley, clerk’s salary, £994.93

N Hartley, reimbursement of clerk’s expenses, £162.85

N Hartley, reimbursement of Wix annual subscription re Council website, £129.60

Norfolk Parish Training & Support, annual subscription, £470

Scarning Village Hall, hire of hall (October-February), £72.50

TT Jones Electrical, convert street light to LED, £420

TT Jones Electrical, street light maintenance contract, £71.20

Norfolk County Council, legal fees re sale of land at Daffy Green, £34.80

9.4 The Internal Control Officer’s report was carried forward to the next meeting.

10 Appointment of an additional bank signatory

It was RESOLVED to appoint Clir Manning as a bank signatory.

11 Payment of Clerk’s Salary

The Clerk requested his salary be paid by Standing Order. It was RESOLVED to agree to this.
12 Parish Online’s mapping system

It was RESOLVED not to continue with the mapping system.



13 Appointment of the Council’s Internal Auditor

It was RESOLVED to appoint SCS Accounting as the Council’s Internal Auditor.

14 Internal Control Policy

The Council considered its Internal Control Policy. It was RESOLVED to approve the policy.

15 Annual Asset Report
It was RESOLVED to approve the annual Asset Report. It was RESOLVED to carry out the following:-

Clir Abel will obtain a quote to shot blast and prime the bench next to the Village Sign and the bench
at Podmore Ford. The Council will consider this at its next meeting.

Cllr Abel will reset the noticeboards at Cooper Terrace and the New Inn Lane lay by.

Cllr Manning will obtain a quote to renovate or replace the Scarning Fen noticeboard. The Council will
consider this at its next meeting.

Cllr Blackburn will seek volunteers on social media to re-stain the Council’s noticeboards outside the

Village Hall, New Inn Lane lay by and Cooper Terrace, and to re-stain the wooden bench near the Bowls
Club.

16 Tree Survey

The Council had received its annual Tree Survey. There were no works proposed in the report.

17 Parish Partnership Scheme bid for speed gates

Under the Parish Partnership Scheme, the Parish Council had applied for two speed gates on Dereham
Road, one near the church layby, the other at the entrance to Scarning just beyond the bottom of
Swaffham Hill. The bid had been accepted. William Richmond (Norfolk County Council) had pledged

£5,500 towards the cost from his Members Budget. The cost to the Parish Council is £1,100.

It was RESOLVED to proceed with the project and to agree the wording on the signs as the project
moves forward.

18 Flower Boxes

It was RESOLVED to approve a request for £75 for flowers for the three boxes.

19 Update from Norfolk County Council on various works in the parish



Norfolk County Council reported that the ‘dips’ in the road at Dereham Road/Chestnut Road were at a
high level and that a further report was awaited. No payment had been made.

Re the footpath it was noted that weeds will always come through the surface. An engineer had visited
on 31 January and reported there are no weeds; and that at the start of the path there were a few
cracks. This was due to the concrete underneath but it was said to have held up well. The engineer was
happy with the rest of the path. There were no plans for works on resurfacing any other areas of
footpath.

20 Shipdham Lane Playing Field car park

The Council had received a request from the Village Hall Trust to reapportion the monies set aside for
car parking on the Playing Field. The request was to use the funds to install the roadside splay
requested by Norfolk County Council in respect of the car park. The Parish Council had set aside
£10,200 toward car parking. It was RESOLVED that the Village Hall Trust will obtain quotes for the
installation of a roadside splay and the Parish Council will consider this matter further at its next
meeting. The Council will seek guidance regarding payment.

21 Update on the sale of the former Highway Surveyors land at Daffy Green

The previous update from the Parish Council’s solicitors was that the buyers are reviewing all the
paperwork before signing and returning the documents. More recently Cruso Wilkin has advised that
‘everything is progressing.

22 Legal Costs re the sale of the former Highway Surveyors land at Daffy Green

The amount paid to date in respect of the sale of the former Highway Surveyors land at Daffy Green is
£362.70.

23 Request from Bradenham Parish Council regarding the speed limit in Daffy Green

The Council considered a request from Bradenham Parish Council to join them in an effort to have the
speed limit lowered in Daffy Green. The Parish Council appreciated the problem, but noted it had itself
previously applied for a speed reduction on Dereham Road without success. As a result, the Council

did not believe this request would be successful as it did not meet Norfolk County Council’s criteria. It
was RESOLVED to proceed no further.

24 Request from Dereham Meeting Point

The Council considered a request for a donation to Dereham Meeting Point. It was RESOLVED to make
a donation of £250.

25 Update on the Dog Warden’s advice re dog fouling

This was carried forward to the next meeting.



26 Appointment of a contractor to install new play equipment at Blackthorn Drive play
area

Clir Bradford said that she will obtain up to date quotes. It was RESOLVED that if any of dismantled
equipment was of use it will be offered to the Playing Field Committee, or others.

27 Items for the next agenda

Review of Council policies.
Moles on Blackthorn Drive playing field.

28 Next Meeting

The next meeting will be in the Village Hall on May 19 at 7pm.

The meeting was closed at 8.15pm.



Report from County Councillor

Cllr Richmond (Norfolk County Council) submitted the following report. The village gateways were
approved at the NCC Cabinet meeting on Monday 3™ March 2025 under the Parish Partnership
Schemes Programme for 2025/26. The value of the works outlined in the cabinet report is £13,200.

District Councillors Report (Cllr Turner)

What is the difference between Devolution and Local Government Reorganisation? Devo is the transfer
of powers and funding from central government to local government. LGR is about how local
government powers and funding are organised and delivered. Current Government plan is to dissolve
all district councils and to replace with 1/2/3 unitary authorities with an elected Mayor for Norfolk and
Suffolk.

The current information is that Town and Parish Councils will continue, but with no details as yet, in
regard to form or function. County Council elections scheduled for May this year, have been cancelled.

Breckland Boundary review to continue despite above.

Local Plan — Government have now dictated that Breckland will have increase of 43% in their annual
housing numbers — taking this to 903. There will be consultation with parishes in the very near future,
to debate where this should go, again timetable is very tight. Parish councils are encouraged to engage
with this process.

Budget and precept agreed at full Council on 20%" February 2025, all current council services to
continue as normal for foreseeable future.

Planning Portal- some continuing issues with new software system, however new security
protocols/compliance with GDPR will limit some public access.

Household Support Grants — see BDC website

Opening of The Link in Dereham — a new hub based at Breckland Business Centre, to support residents
with info re housing, managing debt, etc. Full details on BDC website.

Please direct any questions to Lynda and/Paul who will do their best to answer, as ever. Please engage
with any consultations as they happen, for Devolution/Local Government Reorganisation/Local Plan —
timetables are extremely tight.



